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Tothe Reader. 
' A Mong the many trials and troubles of 


When [chifmes and berefies arife 
them felves. All other oppefition and 
perficiation of any adverfaries Without , 1 


or nothing unto it: neyther 


hinderence to the truth , nor beg fo 
to the Church. But thus Wil the Lerd exer- 
cife bis people and accompli{h his omme Work. 
And this have the Apoftles , that 
st fheuld be the cafe and eftare of the Church, 
bere on earth. A&.20. 28.29.30. 1 Cor. 


11.18.19. 2 Pet. 2. 1. 1Joh. 2.18, 19. 
Which comune lot and Woonted con= 


ditson of the ( HURCH , wee for eur part 
bave had our portion and experi 
times ard fundry Wayes : 

( alo heretofore )by that. Which 
bath fallen out among vs,10 [uch as bave for- 
feken the truth of Chrift , and arefeduced 
with the errour of the Anabaprifts. A cafe 
wofxl and lamentable, in many respects: yet 


fuch as the Lord ( ). Who Werk: 
eth all hinges for 


ut felf, snthe far 
Churches of Chrift, ithe more freimg of 


the Churckes of Chrift, it is one ofthe. . 


many 
And now of late 


she beft | 
Will turn to great good both for the 
her clawing oft for the 
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a The Preface 
vs from the imputation of eAnabaptiftry, 
hath moft becn lad vpen Us. 
for a brommning, behold the latc eA- 
gabaptifts thefelves have now publifhed (ome 
Writings : Which already cleare vs and the 
truth Wwanefed by vs, and are like to canfe 
further mani {tation of thefe other 
divers of vs . 

Wherefore ( leaving the anfwer of the 
bookes Which they have fe forth, to [uch 
are Secially intereffid and impli yed there- 
an) Ihave thought good now to this 
sreatife following: Wherem are conteyned {ome 
grounds and reafons, written heretofore, a- 
gainst thet errours about Where- 
he that. challengeth all, (hell make 
ar{wer ro the ms ¢ nfirmats- 
ons here fer d None, I {hill breve occafion (as 
ochers already bave ) to Wriue firther and 
gmore particularly hereof, and by the afi- 
Stance of God, to mauiteyne this fath once 
erven the Samts against oppofi. 11078 
or dclufion he can bring thereabout, 

In the meane tyme , let one poynt cons 
cerning them be \vell bferved, Which them- 
Selves wa sheer Writings make manifeft y- 
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To theReader. 
the sudscious and indifferent 
der; namely, that the grounds and afertion 
of their opinions are fuch , as pervert 
Gokpel of Corift; bereave the Church 
of the grace and favours of God to young and 
old; take a\vay the comfort of Chriftian fa~ 
multes ; deprrve kinodomes and comune 
Wealthes of having Chraftion Kings Iudges 
and aM. | ( whatfoever they pretend 
tu the cotrary):¢ de mdeed very greatly ima 
peach the good of all eftares dumestucal couil, 
The more Straunge it 
0s, that yer notwsthftanding they would Write 
and cary themf{elves fort as they do, 
not frarwng to fil thetr mouthes and pens with 
frulehood and blasfbemte ; with pervertng 
the Scriptures,and abufing the people of God; 
with reproaching and challngmg of all fuch 
as itand againjt thew errours and herefies: 
as if be that fet forth fuch Writings and pro- 
claimed [uch challenges , would fhew bim- 
felfto be another Goljath defying Ifracll, and 
provoking all to battel and combate. 

Which things ? Wilh they may lay to 
heart,and feare before the Lord , * who will * > 
cut off all the hornes of the wicked, and io, 
make the horns of the righteous to be exalted. 
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6 The Preface 
é Whereof we have m.ury,not onely 
in Geljath others throughout the Scripe 
tures but in heathen and records alfo. 
eA: may be [een for a memorable particu. 
Lar tha, very Tyrant, with whofe with 
this adverfary patternes Insowne, Coma 
cerning Whom *it ts records, that her: 

ned butt a yeres,and then was killed, 


they which Were prefent at his dtl, calling 


tominds how he hid that all the 


eople had but one neck, fheived hum 
that him(elf had but one neck, & they. 
hadmany hands . For God refi Aeth the 
proud, ch giveth grace to the humble. Prov. 
3. 34: lam.4. 5.6. Pet. 5.§. 

Good therefore Were for th:fe men, ta 
confider their Waryes in their hearts, to be 
low an thei owne eyes , to humble hemfr lues 
under the mighty h nd of God, to turn ther 
feet sito the Lords teftumomes Which they 
have forfaken and not to be cried about with 
everic Wynd of dottrine by the deceipe of 
mon, bitt to be more conftant ut the truth of 
iorsit then hitherto they have bene. The 
confider atid whereof leave unto themfelves, 
and them vnto the Lord, who knoweth and 

Wal accom his ovone Work in all his 
awne giorse and prare theend 
ow 


(4fins, 
lib. 59.40 
biftorsa 
Cay Cali- 
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To the Reader. po 
Dow for the treatife enfuing, which is 
but {hort,and printed for thy ufe, { lriftian 
Reader , let me exhort thee to ponder the 
reajons alleadged With thy felf, and to éxa- 
mune them bythe Scriptures: and the 
give thee understanding all things .Chrift 
alone ss to alllus, the way ,the truth, & Ioh.14. 6 
thelife. | The Lord ftablifh thee in the : 
fruth of lis Gofpell, that being rooted and 
bualt in him, with affurance that this is the | | 
true grace of God \herem We fland , thon 
_meaye/t grow up in grace and in the knowledge 
ef vur Lord and Saviour Tefus Chrift , in | 
whom the nations families of the 


earth are bl fed,c unto whom 
be glorie both now and to 


the day of eternity. 


cAmen.. 
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OME GROUNDS 
and reafons,. fhewing 
1. T hat. Baptifme ws to be adminiftred 
to infants, bemg the children of the 


Ecaufe it is the commandement of 
Ged.to give the figneand feale of 
his covenant of grace to his peopleand 
their feed,in their infancy, throughout 
their g¢nerations. Which ordinance of 
the Lords hath never ben repealed, but 
abideth ftablifhed vpon.a certeyne 
ground, whichis, his promi 
and covenant of grace. made with the 
faithful! and their feed for ever. Gen.17 i} 
7.12.13, 14. Exod. 12.49. 49. With Aéf, 
2.38.39. aid 3.25, and 16. 31. Luk. ¢. | 
54. $5.72,C%¢. Rom. 4.\11. 16. 17, and 
15.8.9.10,Gal.3. 8.29. Efa. $4. 10. 
Luk, 20. 37.38. Heb. 11, 13--16. and 13. 
§.20. Kev. 14.6, | | 
| 
Becaufe Chrift hath confirmed th 
fame , when he fent forth his Apoftles 
& appointed them to make all the na- 
tions difciples., & to baptize them in- 
to the name of the Father the Sonn 
&theholy Ghoft. For,to makeths 
A Geniiles 
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10 brief treatife 

Gentiles diftiples Gofpel ta 
bring them vnto the covenant ot God 
made with Abrahd the Father of ma- 
ny nations, for falvation through the 
name of Iefus Chrift. Which beinga 
covenant everla{ting and including the 
faithfull & their feed, Baprifme( which 
did now fucceed and [eale it in {tead of 
Circumcifion) was therefore by this 
appointment of Chrift to be admini- 
{tred vntoall that fhould bebronght 
and comprehended vnder that cove- 
nantof grace: and confequently both 
to fuch as were of yeares cOming to the 
faith of Chrift, and to their children 


being yet infants. And otherwift, the 


Gentiles fhould not with the Iewes be 
made coinheriters, and of the fame 
body, and soynt-partakers of the pro- 
mife of God in Chrift, by the Gofpel: 
as the Scripture teacheth, 
28. 18. 19. and eNMark 16. 15. 16. 
With Gal. 3.8-—29.Gen.12.3.and 17.4. 
5.7 .Rom.4.9---- 17,and 11.13----16.and 
1§.8e--16. 2 Cor.1.20.Efa. 42.6.7 .and49 
3.46.47 
and 3.6. 


Becaule 
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Azainft the eAnabaptfis. 
III. 
Becaufe it was the practife, 
at the publifhmg of rhe gofpel th 
the world,to baptize both the hou 
holders themfelves that beleeved, and 
their houfholds alfo: Like as Abraham 
himt(elf firft beleved, and then was cir- 
cumeifed; and all his familie with him: 
And as the ftranger of the Gentiles, 
which received the faith of the Iewes, 
was circumcifed likewife with all the 
mialesthatwerehis. Af. 16° 15. 33. 
(or.1. 16. With Gen.1 5. 6.and 17.26.37. 
and 21.4. Exod.12.48.49. And for 
|| the Scriptures {peach of ax houfe, family, 
| Or houfehold, implying children alfo ther- 
in, fee Gen .30. 30. 45. 18. 19. with 
46.5.6.7. Num. 3. 15. Pfal. lis. 
42.13. 14. 1Twm. 3.8. | 


IIIf. | 

—Becaufe the children of beleevers 
»} are holy, and are Abrahams feed, and 
‘| heires by promife of the kingdome of 
heaven and eternall bleffednes. And 
who can then withold the baptifme of 
water fro them, to whom God vouch- 
fafeth the bapufme of his fj the 
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2 eA brieftreatife 
bleffing of Abraham to an inheritan 
everlafting in his heavenly kingdome? 


1Cor.7. 14. Rom. 11. 16. Ait. 3. 25.Gal. 


Pid. 22. 10. 
6.c 115. 12.13. 14.15. Luk. 41.44. 
eit. 10. 47. Rom. 8.9. 16. Luk, 19. 9 
ark10. 13--16. 


V 


Becaufe Baptifme is the Lords figne, 
of his wafhing away ofcur finnes, re- 
ceiving of vsinto the Church and in- 
corporating of vs into Chrift, tor fal- 
vation by his death and relurre@tion. 
Whercot the children of belevers are 
partakers, afwell as they which be of 


ycares: and therefore can no more be | 


deprived of bapri{me, then of remiflid 
of finnes, entrance into the Church, 
ingrafting into Chrift, and falvation by 
his meanes. Neyther is there any thing 
required in the miniftration of baprif- 
me ( norwas heretofore in circuinci- 
{10) whereof young infats are not capa- 
ble, afwell asclder people: whereas in 
the miniftration of the Lords fupper, 
aX may {ee it to be otherwife. Forin 


bap- 


4 
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Acamst the Anabapifts, 
| pbaptifme, the Minifteris the agent t? Peak of 
alone,& the perfon baptized (whether she out- 
old or young) is onely a patient,& not ward agét. 
an agent : but in the Lerds fupper , 
befides the actions laid vpon the Mi- } 
nifter, there are alfo diverle aGtions re- 
quired of the receivers; ashamely,to 
take,to eart,to drink,to doitin remem- 
brace of Chrift,to {hew forth the Lords | 
death, to examine themfelves, & foto : 
eat of that bread & drink of that cup. 
All which actions are required of the 
receivers of the Lords fupper, whereby 
they alfo are made agents therein, 
and not the Minifters onely. But in 
| baptifme itis not fo: for init,the aio 
| 1s wholy enjoyned and layd vpon the 
} | baptizer, and not vpon the baptized. 
| So as even by the inftitution and admi- 
, | niftration of baptifme,compared with 
the inftication and adminiftration of 
} | the Lords fupper, the truthof this 
point yet further is cleared and confir- 
med vnto vs, Rom.6.3.4 .ands.14 
1Cor 13--- 16.and i2.12 
4 212. With 16 30.31. 22-33-34 


| 
| 
| 
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T4 A brief treatife 
C> $, 25.26.27.29.30. Tit. 3, 4,5,6,7% | 
Rev.1, 4,5. Mat.28,18,19, with Mat, 


26 .26,27,28, and 1 (or.11.23--28, 
VI. 


Becaufe there is one Baptifme, as | ¢ 
there is one body , and one Mcdia- p 
tor and confirmer of one covenaunt of | 4 
grace, to the faithfull anc thar feed, 
mall ages. So as therctoreone & |}; 
the fame baptifme perteyneth to the | ;, 
children of the faithtull together with | ¢, 
the parents themielves:as they are allo | y 
of one and the fame body with them, | 4, 
{ having one and the fame Mediatour | ¢ 
& ratityer of Gods covenant of grace p 
vnto them, even Iefus Chriftthe head | 
& Saviour of his Church which is his | 
body, the fulnes of him that filleth all |, 
| inallthings. Ephe. 4.4.5.6. 1 d 
13. and 10,1,2. wih Exod. i2,37.1 Pet. | p 
3.20.21. with Gen.7.1. Gal.3. 8.27.28. 


| 
29. 1 7 wm. 2.5. fob, 10.16. e4ti.2. 
| 38.39. Plal. 100.3. 5. Ephe. 1.22.23. 


2. 19-22. O 5.231 25.26.27. 32. é 
YIT\ 2. 

Becaufecels the grace of God to hisa} 2. 
people, is now fynce Chrifthiscoming 
anthe . 


= 
| 


in the ficth leflened and {traitned more 


then it was before; the comfort and. 


confirmation of the faithfull for them- 
{elves and their children is not now fo 
great and fo fully ratified by Chnift, as 
torinerly itwas; we are nor now focd- 
plect & throughly furnifhed in Chrift, 
asthey aforctime were; neither have the’ 
Scriptures given aflurance of the recal. 
ling of che Iewes,nor the Apoftles fuffi- 
ciently aunfwered fuch as vrged cir- 
cumcifion vpon the Gentiles, &c. 
Which things to affirme or admit, is 
| highly to derogate from the grace of 
God, the fulneffe of Chrift and hisGof- 
| pell, the comfort of Chriftians, the 
fure hope of the ingrafting agayne of 
the Iewes, the faithfulnes of the A- 
Post and fufficiency of their 
doGrine recorded in the Scriptures. 
And fo is contrarie to that which is 
written Col. 2.8--12,Rom.4.11--25. it 
11--36. 15.4.Ge.7.1.With 1Per.3.18-28 
1(or.1.16.& 10.1-4.Luk, 19.9.E[4.49. 
6, AE 1615.3 3.and 26.6.7 
22.23. Gal.1.6--9. G 3.8—29.Ephe.2.18. 
19. Heb.13.8.Rev 13.8. G 146. 
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eA brif rreatife | 
~The fecond point. 

2. That. ‘Baptifme recesved m the apoft.as 

tical ( hurches of hriftians as of Rome 

and the like , ts not to be renounced and 

anew te be repeated agasme 


I. 

Ecaufe there is neither precept nor 

exaple nor other ground inall the 
Scriptures, either in the Old or New 
Teftament, for fuch renouncing ,repea- 
ting new requiring or admutting ther- 
of. And therefore fuch perfwafions 
and new baptilines are not from hea- 
ven, but of men. Contrary to the ba- 
ptifme of lohn and the Apofiles,which 
was fromthe Lord. 21.25.& 
28.18. 19. 20. Toh. 1, 25--33, Wak 
evil. 15. 24. Gal. 5.7.8. 


II. 

Becaufe there is one Baptifme, as 
there was one Circumcifion. And 
circumciié being once received in the 
apoftafic of Iiracll, was not repeated a- 
eaine at their returning to the Lord & 
leaving of their :dolatrous wayes to 
ferve hina according to his word : but 


they 
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~ & 


vhey that were  circhicifed were(withs 
out any new citcumeifion of the ficth 
accepted at Ierufalem and admitted 
the Pafleovet,of which nonemighteat 
that was vicirdincifed. Inthe mas 
ner alfo, Baprifine being cnet received 
in the apoftatical Churches of Chriftis 
ans, is notré be apayne when 
any fo baptized teturne vnte the Lord 
and forfake theit idolatries fabmittin 

themfelves to the truth of the Gofpels 
but they are ( without any fiew baptia 
fing with water )'td be received of the 
Churches of Chnft and admitted ro 
the Lords {upper} whereof none may 
eat being vnbaptized. Forthefexam- 
ples of I{rael, other things in the 
Scriptures written aforetyme,areafore- 
written for our infttuétion & comfort. 


| Ephef 4.5. withGen. 17.10. 1, 187 137. 


Exod.12. 48.49: hron. 30 .chap. Weth 
ROM. 15. 4. amd 1063.5. 


Becaufe the covenant of Goudlsgrace 
in Chrift is an everlafting covenanttin. 
to which it pleafedGod to take vs with 
Abraham our when 
| 


Acainft the 
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38 brief treaife 
that covenant with him and his fede 
forever, And asthe Lord him{clf,who 
knowceth his workes from the begin- 
ning, hath regard ynto itin his mety 
cifull dealing concerning his people, 
even whenthey are as yet in apoltarical 
Churches ; fo we alfo our (elves 
carefully to have refpe& therevnto, 
in the confideration of bapti{me thug 
received, asin all other things, accore 
ding r cothe word of God, & m: anifold 
Occalids aminiltred fr6 the Lord. Gan 
47.7-Gal.3-8.29. ,8.20.With Dents 
4.40.g4-and 29.10--15.and 30 .chap.Rom, 
28.29, 2 Chron. 15. 3.4.and 
g0.6.7-8.9. Excch. 16. chap. Cal. 2. 1% 
12.43. Rov, 18.4. | 


III. 


Becaufe Chritt. dyed to finne once, 
and being rayfed from the dead, dyeth 
no more, but liveth toGod. Andwe 
are burved with him by baptifine into 
his death, to be grafted with him alfo 
tothe fimilitude of his refurreaion. 


Wherefore all that are once baptized | 
into his name, ought ftill 


vi and and 


>» = 
| 
| 
in 
ray 


~ 


4 
) 
) 
t 


Agayne to repeat it,any Moré ther 
there ts repetition of Chrifts death and. 
facritice onee offered to take 
finne. Rom. 6. 8.9.10. 11. Wihiver, 36 
4.5. and Al, 13.34. Heb. 7.27. 

2f---29. and 10, 10-<14, ‘Pet. 3.18. 

Rev. 1.18, Wath Mat.28. 19.20. A.2. 

$8. 39.41. 42. and 10.48. (Or, 1. 
aid6.11 and 12.13.Gal. 3.27. 28.296 
1 Pet. 3.21.22, Rev. 


| 
Becavfe rhe Church of Rome was 
efouted to Chrift in the covenant of 
grace by the Gofpell of falvation, has 
ving Baptifine with the reft of Chrifts 
ordinances, in the Apoftles dayes: and 
hath ever fynce reteyned it with other 
grounds of Chriftian religio, notwith- 
ftanding all her adulteries & apoftafie 
whereinto the is fallen. Asmay befeen 
both in that Church it felf , & all other 
Churches which are the daughters 
thereof in their con{tiiution.And here- 
vnco, in all cafes and queftions of this: 


nature, due refpe& is alway to be had: 
as may appeare by thele Scriptures, 


Rom, 1.7. and 6. 3.4.Wwith Rev.17. chap, 
Exch, 16.44. Hof. 2.chap.2 (bron. 30 


i 
2 6.7, 


Hof.2,2. 


20 bred treatife 
6.7.8.9. With 13.3.4, Lev. 26. 
Deut . 4. and 29, 
and 30. chap. With Rom. 11. 16. 


7-9. 10. 


VI 

Becaufe God hath his people in 
the Romith Babylon;and when he cals 
leth them out from thence, doth not 
enjoyne them to leaye whatfoever ig 
there had, but requireth of them that 
they have no communion with her 
finnes; but( as ‘the Propher teacheth) 
plead with their mother,thatthe take a- 
way her fornicatiés out ofher fight,8& 
her adulteries fro between her brealts. 
Now Baptifme is not of her adulteries, 
burofChrilts ordinances; it is not 
athrefho{d or polt which fhe hath 
brought into the Temple of God, but 
wasiettherin of old i the Lord hime 
felf. Neither may we plead with her 
to take itaway, but that (he put away 
the fornications and corruptions that 
are ot hcrowne addition. Which are 
the very things that caule the abomie 
nation ot her eltate , and which weare 
bound to leave and put away, and nee 


4 
? 
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Art eMnabapiifts. 
all whatioever is had in fuch apoftati- 
cali Churches ,, Rev. 19. Hofi 2.2. 
and 4.13. -Amas 4. 6.1415. Es 
.43.7-8. 9. 2 2. g--8. Rev, 


11. ad 14. chap, Gr. | 
VII. 
 Becaufe cls by fuch like reafons as 
the baptifme is renounced which is 
there received,men might allo vrge (as 
fome have done ) not ro reteyne vie or 
regardaswe fhould, the articles of 
faith, the learning of the {eripture , or 
the tranflations thereof, had and ac- 
knowledged in thofe Churches. And 
likewife might per{wade to the diffo- 
lution of fuch mariages as have bene 
had by their Minifterie: with other as 
ftrange cofequenees that by likemaner 
ofreafoning would be inferred: there- 
ypon. Which toadmit of, were cone 
trarie to 5.32.33. aNd 31.9---1 36 
Prov.4. 25, 26. 27. and 23,23. 2 Chron, 
a9. and 30.chap, 19. 20. 
wid 34.16. Toh. 5.39. 046. 
13.15. 41d 15.41.4nd 17.2.3.11.Rom, 
15.4. 16.17. §.Cor. 4-6. T bef. 
14,15. 
13.4.9, Rev, 1.3, 


5 
F 
| 
‘4 


To conclude, let the Reader cond 
cerning the Anabaptifts, in the two 
points aforefaid , obferve allo rhefe 
things: Firft,how in the one they adde 
tothe word of God. and in the other 
take fromit: They adde, in their re. 
peating or new receiving of Baptifme, 
which God hath not appointed to be 
done; And they take away,in their de- 
nying of Baptifme to children to wh6 
God hath ordeyned thefeale of his co. 
venant to be given, as before hath 
bene fhewed. Both which the Lord 
hath often & itraitly forbidden, Dene. 
4.2. 32. 1. 7 Prov, $0, 6. 
Gali. 22.80. IY, 
Secondly by their opinions 
practile they bring themifelves to bein 


the cftate of perfons vnbaptized: in as 


much as the former baptifine which 
they had received,is by them renouns 
ced altogether ; & their latter wafhing 
of themfelves is not Baptifine appro- 
ved ofGodin his word, butavayne 
oblervation of their own, taken vp by 


the will and invention of man. eae 


~ 
‘ 
| 
Thirdly, 


H Thirdly, how by excluding thechil- 
dren of beleevers out of the covenant 
of God , & feparating thofe.whé God 
hath ioyned together thew, 
their owne want of faithin $ pros 
mife, and pat theniftlves from vnder 
Gods covenant, which joyneth the 
children with the parents in the fame 
| covenant of grace; and is made & cons 
| firmed in Chrift,to all his people,both 
lewes and Gentiles. Gen. 17, 7, 
At. 2, 39, and 3, 25. and 16,31. Gal. 3. 
bap. Ephef.2,chap.c> 3,6.with Adar.i0.9. 
Hus are chey injurious to God and 
his word; to Chnift and-his 
Church ; to all nations and families 
\of the earth, whether Iewes or Gens 
‘tiles’; and in fpeciall to them. 
felves and their children, whom they 
make together with themfelves to be 
‘as heathens in the world, aliants from 
the cOmune: wealth of Ifrael, & ftraune 
‘gers fronz the covenaunts of promifes 
not onely putting from themthe grace 
of God & blefling of Abtaham which 
vpon the Gentiles ; but alfo 
making them fubie& to the wrath of 
God and curle of the Law; which Tei- 

feth and abideth vpon all that 


are not 


vader 


re 

| 


*meanes removed from the truth of the 


which Chrift hath confirmed by ‘his 
death , for falvation to all that are his, 
whether old or young. The Lord 
reclayme them, if it be his will: & 


all his people , ‘cher they ta nee 


Gofpell , but may ftand confirmed & 
therein by the 
ynto theend. e/men. 
2 Itoh. v. 8--r¥. 
Looke to ycur felves, that We left nee 
the thngs Winth we kave done, 
we may vectived fullriwards 
Whi feever 
Chirft, beth wot God. 
that abide:h im detirine of Chrift; he 
bath borh the Father and the Sonne. |) 
any come onto you,\end bring nat 
3 dottrant,recerve hem not te bonfe fay 
him, God |peed. For he that fayth vite 


bu, bom, Gd fe, 
Rev. 3. nite 
‘Behold, J come quukiys held-foft that 
thou hast, that none tuke thy crdwes. 
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